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Disability
Language’

DisabilityContentConsulting.Com

Disability language refers to
the words and phrases we
use to address Disabled
people.

It's crucial to choose
respectful, accurate
language that reflects
the individual's
preferences.
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*This presentation is written using Open Dyslexic font, an
accessible font for those with Dyslexia and other disabilities.
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People with disabilities come from
various backgrounds and cultures,

each with unique perspectives on @
language and terminology.

Other
Terms
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The
Importance of
Contextual
Inclusivity

-

What's considered polite and
acceptable in one region or social
setting might be offensive or not
preferred in another.
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Adapting
Language

Ensure individuals feel
regarded, valued,
recognized, and
appreciated

Settings and Contexts:

Autistic Community Parents of children with Autism
May prefer May prefer
Identity First language Person First language

ﬁ

Legal Setting Non-Legal Seting
“Handicapped” Disabled Person or
U.S. Trade Laws Person with a Disability




Learning Disabilities Learning Disabilities
Dyslexia Down Syndrome
Dysgraphia | » Fragile X Syndrome
Dyscalculia Williams Syndrome
- / -
_ _ N - EU: Preference for Person
Identity First F First
/o
and Japan: Differently-Abled
Person First Language | » UAE: People of
C Y . Determination
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ChatGPT 4
Limitations o

) )
Subtleties of Cannot Does not
cultural nuances understand have a grasp
and specific the specific of collective
contexts contexts of memory or
surrounding personal historical
disability preferences. significance.
_ language. y _ Y _
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Biases In
Data Sets

ChatGPT's data comes from
a variety of sources,
primarily through a process
called web scraping.

Common Crawl (Websites and
Documents), Books, Wikipedia, Code
Repositories and Academic Papers.

Data sets that train language models
like ChatGPT can be biased, potentially
reflecting societal prejudices and
stereotypes.

This can lead to biased outputs that
perpetuate harmful language.
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ChatGPT 3.5 ~

. You
Write a short paragraph describing a person with a physical disability using language from the 1950s

L’

ChatGPT

In the quaint town of Mayfield, resided young Timothy, a lad with a condition that folks whispered about
in hushed tones. Timothy was bound to his wheelchair, his legs weakened by the trials of life. Yet, his
spirit soared higher than the tallest oak, his determination a beacon of inspiration to all who crossed

his path. With a twinkle in his eye and a heart full of courage, Timothy faced each day with a steadfast

resolve, proving that one's worth is not measured by the strength of their limbs, but by the fortitude of

their character.
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ChatGPT
Misinterpretations
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ChatGPT 3.5 ~

@

You

Write a sentence describing a child who cannot walk.
174

ChatGPT

The child, with a bright smile on their face, navigates the world with curiosity and resilience, despite
being unable to walk.

0D OYP

ChatGPT
Misinterpretations
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ChatGPT 3.5 ~
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You
Write a paragraph describing a person with a disability from a medical perspective.

9
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ChatGPT

This individual, who shall be referred to as X for privacy, presents with a disability stemming from a
congenital condition affecting their musculoskeletal system. X experiences limited mobility due to
muscle weakness and joint contractures, resulting in challenges with ambulation and performing
activities of daily living independently. Upon examination, X demonstrates reduced range of motion in
multiple joints, particularly in the lower limbs, leading to difficulties in maintaining proper posture and
balance. Additionally, X exhibits decreased muscle strength, particularly in the proximal muscles,
impacting their ability to engage in weight-bearing activities and perform tasks requiring upper body

strength. Assessment also reveals signs of muscle atrophy secondary to disuse, highlighting the need

for targeted rehabilitation interventions to improve functional abilities and enhance quality of life for X.

You
Now, write a paragraph about the same person from a social perspective

ChatGPT
X, a resilient individual with a congenital disability affecting their mobility, navigates a world where
societal attitudes and infrastructure often present additional obstacles. Despite facing physical

challenges, X actively participates in their cor | “inity, advocating for accessibility and inclusion.

v
However, societal norms and architectural barriers frequently impede their full participation in social

ChatGPT
Misinterpretations
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ChatGPT 3.5 ~

. You

List the differences between a'normal’ person and someone with a cognitive disability.

-
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@ chatGPT
Certainly, | can provide some general differences, but it's essential to remember that cognitive
disabilities can vary widely in their manifestations and impact on individuals. Here are some common

differences:

1. Cognitive Functioning:
* A'"normal" person typically has typical cognitive functioning, which includes abilities such as
memory, attention, problem-solving, and language skills.
* Someone with a cognitive disability may have impairments in one or more areas of cognitive
functioning, which can affect their ability to process information, learn new things, or communicate

effectively.

2. Learning and Development:

* A normal person may follow typical patterns of learning and development, achieving milestones
within expected age ranges.

* Individuals with cognitive disabilities may experience delays or differences in learning and
development. They might require additional support or accommodations to reach their full

potential.

3. Communication:

ChatGPT
Misinterpretations
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ChatGPT 3.5 ~

You

A grandparent is trying to explain to their grandchild what 'mentally re@d' means. How can they
explain this?

]

ChatGPT
When explaining what "mentally re%d" means to a grandchild, it's important to approach the topic

et

with sensitivity and clarity. You might say something like:

"Sweetheart, sometimes people might use the term 'mentally re#d' to describe someone who

learns or understands things differently from others. Just like some people might need glasses to help
them see better, some people might need extra help to learn things or understand things. It's
important to remember that everyone is unique and special in their own way, and we should always

treat others with kindness and respect, no matter our differences.”

It's crucial to emphasize understanding, acceptance, and empathy while discussing such topics with
children, helping them cultivate a mindset of inclusivity and compassion towards others.
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How Can
we Move
Forward?

Transparency

Human expertise can help guide
the responsible use of Al and
ensure ethical outcomes.

Accountability

Human oversight and
collaboration are essential
when using language models
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Social Media Website
Link edIn DisabilityContentConsulting.Com
~— el | Phone Number Email
-
132-822-9686 DisabilityCcc@gmail.com

/ 609-379-3735



https://www.linkedin.com/company/disability-content-consulting
http://disabilitycontentconsulting.com/
mailto:disabilityccc@gmail.com

